(Chorus) I rejoiced when they said to me,

eleven fifty-nine

A time to gather

We are invited to visit with one
another as the space is transformed.

Gathering music
A welcoming word
Opening prayer
God,
your voice claims us as your people
and calls us into new relationships
with ourselves and others.
By your Holy Spirit,
help us hear your voice speaking to us
once again this day,
and prepare us for your service,
in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

(Vs. 1) Remember the kindness of our God,
who showers us with blessing all our days. (Chorus)
(Vs. 2) Remember the justice of our God,
who stands with those forgotten and confused.
(Vs. 3) Remember the healing love of God,
who calls us to be whole and to be free. (Chorus)

Matthew 3:13-17

~

A teaching moment
Come to the Water

~

(Chorus) Bless the Lord, O my soul,
bless God’s holy name. (repeat)

(Chorus)

A Bible sharing:

A time for prayer

“Let us go unto the house of the Lord.”
Standing there, O Jerusalem,
in your gates, unto the house of the Lord.
(Vs. 1) Look upon Jerusalem,
the city now restored.
Here the tribes of Yahweh
come as one unto the Lord. (Chorus)
(Vs. 2) As he ordered Israel,
they come to praise his name,
here where courts of justice,
the courts of David reign. (Chorus)
(Vs. 3) Pray for peace, Jerusalem,
prosperity at home,
peace inside your city walls
that comes from God alone. (Chorus)
(Vs. 4) Since we are God’s people,
I say, “Peace be to you.”
May the God who dwells in us,
your happiness renew. (Chorus)

J. Foley

A closing in song
A sending

And Jesus said,
“Come to the water, stand by my side.
I know you are thirsty, you won’t be denied.
I felt every teardrop when in darkness you cried,

~

If anybody asks me who I am,
who I am, who I am;
if anybody asks me who I am,
I tell ‘em I’m a child of God.

“Unto the House of the Lord” by John Bagniewski © 1978 Servants of the Lord,
705 S.E. 12th Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55414 U.S.A.
“Bless The Lord” by Dan Brennan, Marc Cavallero, Kevin Roth and Ken Canedo
© 1995, 2002 spiritandsong.com Reprinted with permission under CCLI #11268014.
“Come to the Water (for Those Tears I Died)” by Marsha J. Stevens ©1972 Bud John
Songs, Inc., reprinted with permission under CCL #11268014.
Opening Prayer adapted from Liturgy Link, the Rev. Nathan Williams.
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