FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Sunday, January 12, 2020
Prelude

Air
from Water Music

G. F. Handel

Words of Assurance

Welcome
Choral Introit

recognize that each person is beloved by you. Forgive us our brokenness. Faithful God, call us again.
Help us to live as you created us: to be loved and to
love. Hear our prayers…
(moments for silent reflections)

Come to the Water
Chancel Choir

M. Stevens

Anthem
Sweet Canaan
arr. M. Shaffer
from Five Hymns from “The Sacred Harp”

Call to Worship
Leader: We are gathered to worship our God.
People: Send your Spirit upon us.
Leader: We come from many places,
with many experiences of life.
People: Send your Spirit upon us.
Leader: We turn our hearts to you, O God.
People: Send your Spirit upon us,
and make us your beloved family.

Children’s Message and Lord’s Prayer

Hymn 310 (vss. 1 & 4)
HESPERUS (QUEBEC)
Wonder of Wonders, Here Revealed
Wonder of wonders, here revealed; God’s covenant
with us is sealed. And long before we know or pray,
God’s love enfolds us every day.

Sacrament of Baptism (10:30) Jameson George Shoffstall

Our vows of faith we now renew, stretch wide our
sights to global view, and claim with Christians far
and near a larger kinship help most dear.
Prayer of Confession (unison)
You have called us by name, God, and we belong
to you. Yet we confess that sometimes we don’t
hear you and that you call us beloved. Sometimes
we don’t believe we belong to you because we’ve
been known by other names. Forgive us when we
don’t heed your call. Forgive us when we fail to

Dee Buchanan
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn 401
NEW BRITAIN
Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved and
set me free! I once was lost, but now am found; was
blind, but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my
fears relieved; how precious did that grace appear the
hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come; ‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.
My God has promised good to me, whose word my
hope secures; God will my shield and portion be as
long as life endures.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright
shining as the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s
praise than when we’d first begun.
Pastoral Prayer

Sung Response:

Jesus Loves Me JESUS LOVES ME
Angel Choir (PreS-K)
Congregational Response: With joy we welcome
you into this church. Your baptism is not the end
but the beginning of a journey of discovering just
how much God loves you. This is our blessing to
you: “Grow in grace and wisdom and do not fear,
for the Lord is with you. Do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with your God.”

Waters of Renewal

Offertory

Come to the Water

J. Foley

Doxology
OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
Scripture Lesson
Matthew 3:13-17
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be
baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us

in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting
on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
Sermon

Peter Wiley

Hymn 593

HANSON PLACE
Shall We Gather at the River
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet
have trod, with its crystal tide forever flowing by the
throne of God? Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the
beautiful, the beautiful river, Gather with the saints
at the river that flows by the throne of God.
On the margin of the river, washing up its silver
spray, we will walk and worship ever all the happy
golden day. Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river, Gather with the saints at the
river that flows by the throne of God.
As we reach the shining river, lay we every burden
down; grace our spirits will deliver and provide a
robe and crown. Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the
beautiful, the beautiful river, Gather with the saints
at the river that flows by the throne of God.
Soon we’ll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease; soon our happy hearts will quiver with
the melody of peace. Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the
beautiful, the beautiful river, Gather with the saints
at the river that flows by the throne of God.
Benediction
Passing of the Peace

Postlude

Allegro maestoso
from Water Music

G. F. Handel

Service Notes:
Call to Worship adapted from Worship Ways, Nancy Townley.
Prayer of Confession adapted from Liturgy Link, The Rev. Teri
Peterson.
Hymn 310 Words © 1980 Jane Parker Huber. Used by permission of John Knox/Westminster Press, reprinted under One License A-708573

