FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Sunday, September 22, 2019
Prelude
Welcome
Introit

Enter His Gates
Chancel Choir

T. M. Scott

Call to Worship
T. Shuman
One: We gather together to celebrate the joy in our
lives.
All:
God’s love fills our hearts to overflowing
with goodness and life.
One: We gather, in God’s presence,
to find comfort and hope for our pain.
All:
God’s grace wipes away our tears
and knits us together as God’s people.
One: We gather together, in God’s presence,
to worship God in faith and truth.
All:
Alleluia! Amen!
Hymn

All Are Welcome

welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this
place.
Let us build a house where love is found In water,
wine and wheat: A banquet hall on holy ground,
Where peace and justice meet. Here the love of God,
through Jesus, Is revealed in time and space; As we
share in Christ the feast that frees us: All are welcome,
all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where hands will reach Beyond
the wood and stone To heal and strengthen, serve and
teach, And live the Word they’ve known. Here the outcast and the stranger Bear the image of God’s face; Let
us bring an end to fear and danger: All are welcome, all
are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where all are named, Their songs
and visions heard And loved and treasured, taught and
claimed As words within the Word. Built of tears and
cries and laughter, Prayers of faith and songs of grace,
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

TWO OAKS

Let us build a house where love can dwell And all can
safely live, A place where saints and children tell
How hearts learn to forgive. Built of hopes and
dreams and visions, Rock of faith and vault of grace;
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: All are
welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this
place.
Let us build a house where prophets speak, And
words are strong and true, Where all God’s children
dare to seek To dream God’s reign anew. Here the
cross shall stand as witness And as symbol of God’s
grace; Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: All are

Prayer of Confession (unison)
B. M. Neel
Holy God, hear our prayer: for the mending of our
hearts, torn apart by our unkindness; for the healing
of our souls, wasting away from the despair around
us; for the forgiveness we seek for the sin we have
allowed to persist; for the reconciliation of the
world, whose division condemns us. We pray for the
courage to admit our fault, the strength to amend
our actions, and the hope that your grace awaits us.
Through Christ we pray… (moments for silent reflections)

With a Voice of Singing

Commissioning of Acolytes and Bible Presenters
Bible Presentation
Dee Buchanan
Congregational Response: May this word of God
be a lamp to your feet and a light to your path.
Learn its stories and study its words. Its stories belong to us all, and these words speak to us all.
They tell who we are. They tell us that we belong
to one another, for we are the people of God.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen
Hymn
Thy Word
M.W. Smith & A. Grant
Chorus: Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.
Pastoral Prayer

Words of Assurance
Anthem

Sacrament of Baptism (10:30)
Cruz David
Nowak
Sung Response: Jesus Loves Me JESUS LOVES ME
Angel Choir (PreS-K)
Congregational Response: With joy we welcome
you into this church. Your baptism is not the end
but the beginning of a journey of discovering just
how much God loves you. This is our blessing to
you: “Grow in grace and wisdom and do not fear,
for the Lord is with you. Do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with your God.”

M. Shaw

Offertory

Halleluyah, Amen
G. F. Handel
from Judas Maccaboeus

dom of God’s might. Lo! All is just and all is right: to
God all praise and glory.

Doxology
OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Our God is never far away, but through all grief distressing, an ever present help and stay, our peace and
joy and blessing. As with a mother’s tender hand,
God gently leads the pilgrim band: to God all praise
and glory.

Prayer of Dedication

Then all my gladsome way along, I sing aloud thy
praises, that all may hear the grateful song my voice
unwearied raises. Be joyful in the Lord, my heart,
both soul and body bear your part: to God all praise
and glory.

Scripture Lesson
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
18
My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. 19Hark,
the cry of my poor people from far and wide in the land: “Is
the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in her?” (“Why have
they provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign idols?”) 20“The harvest is past, the summer is ended,
and we are not saved.” 21For the hurt of my poor people I am
hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. 22Is there no
balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has
the health of my poor people not been restored?
O that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might weep day and night for the slain
of my poor people!
Sermon

Peter Wiley
There Is a Balm in Gilead
Dan Knapp, tenor

Hymn 25
MIT FREUDEN ZART
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above
Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all
creation, the God of power, the God of love, the God
of our salvation. With healing balm my soul is filled
and every faithless murmur stilled: to God all praise
and glory.
What God’s almighty power hath made, in gracious
love God keepeth; by morning glow or evening shade
God’s watchful eye ne’er sleepeth. Within the wis-

Benediction
Passing of the Peace
Postlude

