FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Sunday, May 19, 2019
Prelude

Ballo del granduca

J. P. Sweelinck

Welcome
Introit

Introit for Eastertide
Handbell Choir

Call to Worship
B. Merrill Neel
Leader: To see the life that teems around us,
People: To give thanks for the gift we have
received;
Leader: To notice the beauty and promise of spring,
People: To breathe deeply of the season;
Leader: To accept the gift of love, and to love in
return:
People: This is to worship God.
Hymn 258

BUNESSAN
Morning Has Broken

Morning has broken like the first morning, blackbird
has spoken like the first bird. Praise for the singing!
Praise for the morning! Praise for them, springing
fresh from the Word!
Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, like the
first dewfall on the first grass. Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, sprung in completeness where
his feet pass.
Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning born of the
one light Eden saw play! Praise with elation, praise
every morning, God’s re-creation of the new day!

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Loving and merciful God, you know our hearts and
you know our lives. We confess to you that which causes separation, that which causes pain, that which causes distress, and that which breaks down. We confess to
you our part in those things. And in humility and
hope, we ask for your help to do better, to reconcile, to
heal, to soothe, to build up. So may we love you and
neighbor, and follow our Christ, in whose name we
pray…
(moments for silent reflections)

Here I pause along my journey; by thy help thus far
I’ve come; and I hope, by thy great mercy, safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; came to rescue me from
danger, gave his body, shed his blood.
O to grace how great a debtor daily I am called to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering
heart to thee. Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to
leave the God I love; here’s my heart, O take and seal
it, seal it for thy courts above.

Words of Assurance
Pastoral Prayer
Anthem

Doris Akers, arr. L. R. Lamb
Sweet, Sweet Spirit
Handbell Choir, revoice

Children’s Message and Lord’s Prayer Katie Morgan
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn 407

NETTLETON
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to
sing thy grace; streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for
songs of loudest praise. Teach me some melodious
sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. Praise the
mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming
love.

Offertory

LYONS, arr. L. Larson
O Worship the King

Doxology
OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Scripture Lesson

John 13:31-35

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man
has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God
has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself
and will glorify him at once.33Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the
Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot
31

come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Peter Wiley

Reception of New Members
Covenant of First Congregational: In the presence
of God and these witnesses, I give myself unreservedly to God’s service, and take this to be my
Church. Ever mindful of the welfare of my fellow
members, I promise to walk with them in faithfulness and Christian love. And I promise that so far
as able, I will attend the services of this Church,
observe its sacraments, share in its work, support
and benevolence, and endeavor to make it a fruitful body of Christians
Hymn 216

LANCASHIRE
The Day of Resurrection!

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad; the
Passover if gladness, the Passover of God. From
death to life eternal, from sin’s dominion free, our
Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory.
Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright
our Christ in rays eternal of resurrection light; And,
listening to his accents, may hear so calm and plain
his own “All hail,” and, hearing, may raise the victor
strain.

Now let the heavens be joyful, let the earth her song
begin, the world resound in triumph, and all that is
therein; Let all things seen and unseen their notes of
gladness blend, for Christ the Lord is risen, our joy
that has no end.
Benediction

Passing of the Peace

Postlude

Malle Sijmen

J. P. Sweelinck

