FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Sunday, March 24, 2019
Prelude

W.A. Mozart, arr. Biggs
Prelude on Ave Verum Corpus

Welcome

Introit

T. M. Scott
Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God
Chancel Choir

Call to Worship
D. Commerford
One: Return to the Lord your God,
All:
for God is gracious.
One: Confess to the Lord your God,
All:
for God is merciful.
One: Repent to the Lord your God,
All:
for God is slow to anger.
One: Praise the Lord your God,
All:
for God abounds in steadfast love.
One: Worship the Lord your God.
All:
Together, let us worship God.

Hymn 26

LOBE DEN HERREN
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the God of creation!
Sing, my soul, praising the source of thy health and
salvation! All ye who hear, now to God’s temple
draw near; join me in glad adoration!
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously
reigneth, shelters thee underneath wings, yea, so gen-

tly sustaineth! Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er
have been granted in what God ordaineth?
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; surely great goodness and mercy here daily
attend thee. Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
who with great love doth befriend thee.
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the God of creation!
All that hath life and breath, sing out thy heart’s jubilation! Let the Amen sound from God’s people again:
joining in glad adoration.
Prayer of Confession (unison)
In you, O God, we find the way to a life well-lived.
Yet, we admit we stray from that path. You call us to
serve in love, but we’d rather find ways to serve ourselves. You invite us to find relationship and connection in faith, opening ourselves to fellow journeyers, but we sometimes veer off the path in fear,
pride, or an inflated sense of self-sufficiency.
In Jesus, you show us how to tell of your good
news, but too often we become timid–reluctant to
share how you bring us life. Forgive us, Gracious
One. Help us return to your path of life, to seek the
good you offer each and all. Hear us pray…
(moments for silent reflections)

us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.
Sacrament of Baptism (10:30)
Lucas Ezra Bailey
Congregational Response: With joy we welcome
you into this church. Your baptism is not the end
but the beginning of a journey of discovering just
how much God loves you. This is our blessing to
you: “Grow in grace and wisdom and do not fear,
for the Lord is with you. Do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with your God.”
Hymn 304

GALILEE
Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult

Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea; day by day his voice still calls us, saying,
“Christian, follow me.”
As of old, Saint Andrew heard it by the Galilean
lake, turned from home and toil and kindred, leaving
all for Jesus’ sake.
Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s
golden store, from each idol that would keep us, saying, “Christian, love me more.”

Words of Assurance

Anthem

Southern Folk Hymn, arr. T. M. Scott
Wondrous Love

Children’s Message and Lord’s Prayer
Katie Morgan
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive

In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours
of ease, still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
“Christian, love me more than these.”
Jesus calls us; by your mercies, Savior, may we hear
your call, give our hearts to your obedience, serve and
love you best of all.
Pastoral Prayer

Offertory

Hear the Voice and Prayer

T. Tallis

Doxology
OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn 275

Jeanette Brodersen

REST
Dear Lord, Who Loves All Humankind

Dear Lord, who loves all humankind, forgive our foolish ways. Reclothe us in our rightful mind; in purer
lives thy service find, in deeper reverence, praise.

Prayer of Dedication

Scripture Lesson

Sermon

Luke 13:1-9

At that very time there were some present who told him
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with
their sacrifices. 2He asked them, “Do you think that because
these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners
than all other Galileans? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who
were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you
think that they were worse offenders than all the others living
in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will
all perish just as they did.” 6Then he told this parable: “A
man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on
this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it
be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one
more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it
bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it
down.’”
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

In simple trust like theirs who heard, beside the Syrian sea, the gracious calling of the Lord, let us, like
them, without a word, rise up and follow thee.
O sabbath rest by Galilee! O calm of hills above!
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence of
eternity, interpreted by love.
Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings
cease; take from our souls the strain and stress, and let
our ordered lives confess the beauty of thy peace.
Breathe through the pulses of desire thy coolness and
thy balm; let sense be dumb, let flesh retire: speak
through the earthquake, wind, and fire, O still, small
voice of calm.

Benediction

Passing of the Peace
Postlude

Healey Willan
Postlude in D

