FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Sunday, February 24, 2019
Prelude

Fiesta

Emma Lou Dieme

Welcome
Introit

Thomas Tallis;
words by Mary Cathey
Go With Us, Lord
Women’s Ensemble

Call to Worship
E. Murray Dreeben
Leader: Gather us in, O God,
People: Your people are here to worship.
Leader: Hold us in faith, O God,
People: We are here to serve.
Leader: Send us in hope, O God,
People: We are here to follow.

Hymn 250

us a heart so meek and so lowly; give us the courage to
enter the song.

GATHER US IN
Here in This Place

Here in this place, the new light is streaming, now
the dark night has vanished away. See in this space
our fears and our dreamings, brought here to you in
the light of this day. Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; gather us in; our spirits inflame. Call to us
now, and we shall awaken; we shall arise at the
sound of our name.
We are the young our lives are a mystery; we are the
old, who yearn for your face. We have been sung
throughout all of history, called to be light to the
whole human race. Gather us in, the rich and the
haughty; gather us in, the proud and the strong; give

Here we receive new life in your waters; here we receive the bread of new birth; here you shall call your
sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the
earth. Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give
us to eat the bread that is you; nourish us well, and
teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that
are true.
Not just in buildings, small and confining, not in some
heaven, light years away, here in this place the new
light is shining; now is God present, and now is the
day. Gather us in and hold us forever; gather us in and
make us your own; gather us in, all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
Prayer of Confession (unison)
Merciful God, too often we dismiss the ways of living Jesus calls us to. We act out of our own selfinterest, putting our desires ahead of the needs of
others. Too easily we rationalize our bad behaviors
and make excuses for hurtful words and actions. We
sometimes choose righteous indignation over the
command to love our enemies. Forgive us, O God.
Teach us, again, to live with generosity and compassion. Renew us with your spirit of grace. Hear our
prayers…
(moments for silent reflections)
Words of Assurance

Anthem

Laudamus Te

Natalie Sleeth

Children’s Message and Lord’s Prayer

Dee Buchanan
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

Hymn 376

BECK
Help Us Accept Each Other

Help us to accept each other as Christ accepted us;
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.
Be present, Lord, among us an bring us to believe we
are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.
Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life we
struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some,
to love them as we find them or as they may become.
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be
moved in living situations to do the truth in love; to
practice your acceptance, until we know by heart the
table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.
Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need,
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and
bread, we need new eyes for seeing, new hands for
holding on; renew us with your Spirit; Lord, free us,
make us one!

Pastoral Prayer

Offertory

Hymn 477

Mary Lynn Lightfoot
A Jubilant Song

Doxology
OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CWM RHONDDA
God of Grace and God of Glory

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour
your power; now fulfill your church’s story; bring its
bud to glorious flower. Grant us wisdom, grant us
courage, for the facing of this hour, for the facing of
this hour.
Lo! The hosts of evil round us scorn your Christ, assail
his ways! From the fears that long have bound us, free
our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wisdom, grant
us courage, for the living of these days, for the living
of these days.

Prayer of Dedication

Scripture Lesson
Luke 6:27-36
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Jeanette Brodersen

Reception of New Members
Covenant of First Congregational: In the presence
of God and these witnesses, I give myself unreservedly to God’s service, and take this to be my
Church. Ever mindful of the welfare of my fellow
members, I promise to walk with them in faithfulness and Christian love. And I promise that so far
as able, I will attend the services of this Church,
observe its sacraments, share in its work, support
and benevolence, and endeavor to make it a fruitful body of Christians.

Cure the children’s warring madness; bend our pride
to your control; shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wisdom,
grant us courage, lest we miss your heav’nly goal, lest
we miss your heav’nly goal.
Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;
let the search for your salvation be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom
we adore, serving you whom we adore.

Benediction

Passing of the Peace

Postlude

Sortie

César Franck

